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DATA STORAGE DEVICE AND SYSTEM
HAVING ADAPTIVE BROWNOUT
DETECTION

BRIEF SUMMARY

The present disclosure relates to technologies for adaptive
brownout detection and mitigation in a storage device having
rotational storage media, such as a hard-disk drive (“HDD”)
device. According to some embodiments, a method com-
prises receiving a target position on a rotational storage media
of'a storage device for a current write operation. A value for a
brownout mitigation parameter is determined based on the
target position. A brownout condition is then detected in the
storage device, and upon detecting the brownout condition,
the current write operation is completed before a power-on
reset of the storage device.

According to further embodiments, a computer-readable
storage medium comprises processor-executable instructions
that, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to
receive a target position on a rotational storage media of a
storage device for a current write operation. A value for a
brownout detection threshold is determined based on the
target position. It is then determined whether the supply volt-
age level is below the value for the brownout detection thresh-
old, and if so, a brownout detection signal is generated and the
current write operation is completed.

According to further embodiments, a system comprises a
hard disk drive comprising a rotational recording medium and
a controller comprising a processor and a memory. The con-
troller may be configured to receive a target position on the
rotational storage media for a current write operation and
determine a value for a power-on reset threshold based on the
target position. The controller may then monitor the supply
voltage level for the controller. If it is determined that the
supply voltage level is below a configured brownout detection
threshold, the controller may generate a brownout detection
signal and complete the current write operation. If it is deter-
mined that the supply voltage level is below the value for the
power-on reset threshold, the controller may perform a
power-on reset of the controller.

According to some embodiments, a method of adaptive
brownout detection and mitigation in a storage device having
rotational storage media comprises receiving a target position
on the rotational storage media for a current write operation.
A value for a brownout detection to power-on reset delay is
determined based on the target position. A brownout condi-
tion is then detected in the storage device, and upon detecting
the brownout condition, a brownout detection signal is gen-
erated and the current write operation is completed. After a
period of time indicated by the value for the brownout detec-
tion to power-on reset delay expires, a power-one reset of the
storage device is performed.

These and other features and aspects of the various
embodiments will become apparent upon reading the follow-
ing Detailed Description and reviewing the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following Detailed Description, references are made
to the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and
that show, by way of illustration, specific embodiments or
examples. The drawings herein are not drawn to scale. Like
numerals represent like elements throughout the several fig-
ures.
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FIG. 1 is a flow diagram showing one routine for perform-
ing adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a storage
device having rotational media, according to embodiments
described herein.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an illustrative environ-
ment for adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a
storage device, according to embodiments described herein.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an illustrative layout of
data tracks and sectors on disk media, according to embodi-
ments described herein.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram showing another routine for per-
forming adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a stor-
age device, according to embodiments described herein.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram showing another routine for per-
forming adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a stor-
age device, according to embodiments described herein.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram showing another routine for per-
forming adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a stor-
age device, according to embodiments described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is directed to technolo-
gies for adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a stor-
age device having rotational storage media. A typical storage
device may include a hard-disk drive (“HDD”) device. The
HDD device may contain a number of magnetic storage disks
formatted into a number of concentric data tracks. The data
tracks may be further divided into formatted data structures,
referred to herein as “sectors,” that contain the data stored on
the device. The sectors may be of a predefined, fixed length
and encoded with user data as well as information used for
data recovery by the decoding scheme. If a sector is not
completely but only partially recorded onto the disk, data
recovery from the partially recorded sector may not be pos-
sible since this data recovery information may have been lost.
In other words, sectors on the disks not recorded in their
entirety may not be successtully read at a later time.

During a power-down of the HDD device, the supply volt-
age may drop and, upon reaching a certain voltage threshold,
a system reset may occur to protect the device from malfunc-
tions that may result in invalid data processing. This may be
referred to as a “power-on reset.” Typically, the HDD device
may cease read and write operations immediately upon the
power-on reset. If the power-on reset occurs during a write
operation of a sector, the sector may only be partially written
to the disk, resulting in data loss.

Some storage devices implement a brownout detection
scheme to mitigate such data loss by protecting against write
failures during power-down. In these schemes, the supply
voltage level may be monitored and a warning signal, referred
to as a “brownout detection signal,” may be generated when
the supply voltage reaches a certain level between normal
supply voltage and the power-on reset threshold voltage. For
example, in an HDD device with a normal supply voltage of
5V and a power-on reset threshold of 3.5 V, the brownout
detection signal may be generated when the supply voltage
reaches 4.3 V. Upon generation of the brownout detection
signal, the HDD device may cease accepting new write opera-
tions and proceed to complete any write operation(s) in
progress. By setting the brownout detection voltage, also
referred to herein as the “brownout detection threshold,” to a
sufficiently-higher voltage than the power-on reset threshold,
a sector being written to the disk may be recorded in its
entirety before the power-on reset occurs, thus avoiding data
loss.
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In order to accomplish mitigation of data loss due to par-
tially written sectors, the time between brownout detection
and power-on reset should be longer than the time required to
complete a write of a sector on the disk. For example, if the
supply voltage for an HDD device drops linearly from 5V to
0V in 450 ps during power-down, the power-on reset thresh-
old is configured at 3.5V, and the brownout detection scheme
generates the brownout detection signal at 4.3 V, then time
between brownout detection and power-on reset would be
approximately 72 ps. If worst case time requirement for writ-
ing a sector to disk in the HDD device is less than 72 ps, then
no write failures should occur during the power-down condi-
tion. However, since the HDD device ceases accepting new
write operations upon the generation of the brownout detec-
tion signal, the overall operational voltage range of the device
is limited by the brownout detection threshold, e.g. 43 V,
instead of the lower power-on reset threshold, e.g. 3.5V,
without the brownout detection scheme.

In data storage devices having rotational storage media,
such as the disks of the HDD device in the example above, the
time required to complete a write operation of a complete data
structure located near the outer radius of the storage media
may be shorter than that required to write a data structure near
the inner radius of the storage media due to the way in which
the media is formatted. For example, for some HDD devices,
the write time may be approximately 70 us for a sector located
on a data track near the innermost radius of the disk but only
approximately 24 us for a sector located on a data track near
the outermost radius.

According to embodiments, an adaptive brownout detec-
tion and mitigation scheme may be implemented in a storage
device that takes advantage of the difference in write times
between data structures located near the outer radius and
those near the inner radius of the rotational media in order to
increase the operational voltage range of the device. The
parameter values for the adaptive brownout detection and
mitigation scheme are not fixed, but may be adjusted to
increase or decrease the time between brownout detectionand
power-on reset based on the radial position of the target data
structure on the rotational media for a current write operation.
This may result in an overall increase in the operational
voltage range of the device when compared to a typical
brownout detection scheme with fixed parameter values
while maintaining the same level protection against data loss
in power-down or other low power conditions.

FIG. 1 provides an overview of adaptive brownout detec-
tion and mitigation methods and processes described herein.
Specifically, FIG. 1 illustrates one routine 100 for adaptive
brownout detection and mitigation in a storage device having
rotational storage media, such as an HDD device, according
to some embodiments. The routine 100 may be performed
during a write operation in the normal operation or “user
mode” of the storage device, for example. According to some
embodiments, the routine 100 may be performed by a con-
troller of the storage device. The routine 100 includes step
102, where a position of a target data structure on the storage
media for a current write operation is received. The position
may comprise a specification of a data track on a disk con-
taining the target sector for the write operation, for example.

From step 102, the routine 100 proceeds to step 104, where
a value is determined for at least one brownout mitigation
parameter based on the position of the target sector. In some
embodiments, the brownout mitigation parameter may be a
brownout detection threshold, as described above. In other
embodiments, the brownout mitigation parameter(s) may
comprise a brownout detection threshold, a power-on reset
threshold, a brownout detection to power-on reset delay or
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any combination of these and/or other applicable parameters,
as will be described in more detail below. The value for the
brownout mitigation parameter(s) may be determined by
lookup from a brownout mitigation parameter table based on
the position of the target sector, may be calculated based on
the position of the target sector and pre-set limits, or may be
determined by some other method. For example, the brown-
out detection threshold value may be determined to be 4.3V
for a target sector on a track near the inner radius of the disk,
3.9V for a target sector on a track near the outer radius of the
disk, and between 4.3 V and 3.9V based on the radial position
of the track of the target sector between the inner and outer
radiuses of the disk, respectively.

From step 104, the routine 100 proceeds to step 106, where
a brownout condition is detected in the storage device. In
some embodiments, the detection of the brownout condition
may be based on the value determined for the brownout
mitigation parameter(s) in step 104. For example, the brown-
out condition may detected by the supply voltage of the
controller of the storage device dropping below the brownout
detection threshold value determined for the position of the
target sector of the current write operation on the storage
media.

The routine 100 proceeds from step 106 to step 108, where
the current write operation is completed before a power-on
reset occurs. According to embodiments, the value deter-
mined for the brownout mitigation parameter(s) are config-
ured to provide sufficient time for the current write operation
to complete before power-on reset occurs, as will described in
more detail below in regard to FIGS. 4-6. From step 108, the
routine 100 ends.

FIG. 2 and the following description are intended to pro-
vide a general description of a suitable environment in which
the embodiments described herein may be implemented. In
particular, FIG. 2 shows an illustrative storage device 200,
such as an HDD device, along with hardware, software and
components for performing adaptive brownout detection and
mitigation in the device, according to the embodiments pro-
vided herein. The storage device 200 may include rotational
storage media comprising at least one platter or disk 202
rotatable by a spindle motor 204 and having a magnetic
surface or coating.

The storage device 200 further includes at least one read/
write head 206 located adjacent to the surface of each disk
202. The read/write head 206 may read information from the
disk 202 by sensing a magnetic field formed on portions of the
surface of the disk, and may write information to the disk by
magnetizing a portion of the surface of the disk. The read/
write head 206 may be located at the distal end of an arm 208,
the arm being further connected to an actuator 210, such as a
voice coil motor (“VCM?), that repositions the read/write
head 206. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the
art that the read/write head 206 may comprise multiple com-
ponents, such as a magneto-resistive (“MR”) or tunneling
MR reader element, a writer element, an air bearing and the
like.

The surface of the disk 202 may be divided or “formatted”
into a number of individual data tracks, such as data tracks
302A and 302B (referred to herein generally as data tracks
302) shown in FIG. 3. The data tracks 302 may represent
substantially concentric circular areas on the surface of the
disk 202. Each data track 302 may further be divided or
formatted into a number of individual data structures or “sec-
tors,” such as sectors 304A and 304B (referred to herein
generally as sectors 304), for storage of user data. According
to embodiments, each sector 304 may contain a fixed number
of bits of data storage. For example, each sector 304 may
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include a fixed length preamble, 4 Kb of user data and a fixed
number of bits for error correction or verification data.

In further embodiments, the number of sectors 304 per data
track 302 may vary, with a greater number of sectors on the
tracks towards the outer radius 306 of the disk 202 and fewer
sectors on the tracks towards the inner radius 308 of the disk,
as further shown in FIG. 3. It will be appreciated by one
skilled in the art that when the disk 202 is maintained at a
constant rotational rate during normal operation of the stor-
age device 200, the data recording rate for the storage device
can vary based on the radial position of the target data track
302, with faster writes occurring on the outer tracks, such as
track 302A (where there are more sectors 304), and slower
writes occurring on the inner tracks, such as track 302B
(where there are fewer sectors). For example, in some HDD
devices, the write time for a sector 304 of data to an outermost
data track 302A may be around 24 ps, while the write time for
a sector of data to an innermost data track 302B may be
around 70 ys.

In addition, recording data to an outermost data track 302A
may require more power than that needed for recording data
to an innermost data track 302B due to the higher frequencies
involved in recording the sector data in a shorter period of
time. For example, some HDD devices write sector data in
innermost tracks 302B at 400 Mbps, while sector data in
outermost tracks 302A may be written at 1.5 Gbps, These
devices may consume 1.5 W of power for writing a sector 304
to an outermost data track 302 A while only consuming 0.7 W
to write a sector to an innermost data track 302B.

Returning to FIG. 2, the storage device 200 may further
comprise a controller 220 that controls the operations of the
storage device. The controller 220 may include a processor
222 to monitor and control the operations of the storage
device 200. The controller may further include a host inter-
face 224 allowing the storage device 200 to communicate
with a host device or other components, such as a server
computer, personal computer (“PC”), laptop, tablet, game
console, set-top box or any other electronics device that can
be communicatively coupled to the storage device 200 to
store and retrieve data from the storage device. The controller
220 may process write commands from the host device by
formatting the associated data and transfer the formatted data
via a read/write channel 226 through the read/write head 206
and to a sector 304 on a target data track 302 on the surface of
the disk 202. The controller 220 may further process read
commands from the host device by determining the target
data track 302 and sector 304 containing the desired data,
moving the read/write head(s) 206 over the determined loca-
tion, reading the data from the target sector via the read/write
channel 226, correcting any errors and formatting the data for
transfer to the host device.

The read/write channel 226 may convert data between the
digital signals received by the host interface 224 and/or pro-
cessed by the processor 222 and the analog signals conducted
through the read/write head 206 for reading and writing data
to the surface of the disk 202. The analog signals to and from
the read/write head 206 may be further processed through a
pre-amplifier circuit. The read/write channel 226 may further
provide servo data read from the disk 202 to the actuator 210
to position the read/write head 206. The read/write head 206
may be positioned to read or write data to the target sector 304
on the surface of the disk 202 by moving the read/write head
206 radially across the data tracks 302 using the actuator 210
while the spindle motor 204 rotates the disk to bring the target
sector under the read/write head.

The controller 220 may further include a computer-read-
able storage medium or “memory” 228 for storing processor-
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executable instructions, data structures and other informa-
tion. The memory 228 may comprise a non-volatile memory,
such as read-only memory (“ROM”) and/or FLASH memory,
and a random-access memory (“RAM”), such as dynamic
random access memory (“DRAM?”) or synchronous dynamic
random access memory (“SDRAM?”). The memory 228 may
further comprise a portion of the storage media of the storage
device 200, such as the maintenance cylinder (“M/C”) of the
disk 202. For example, the memory 228 may store a firmware
that comprises commands and data necessary for performing
the operations of the storage device 200. According to some
embodiments, the memory 228 may store processor-execut-
able instructions that, when executed by the processor, per-
form the routines 100, 400, 500 and 600 for performing
adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in the storage
device 200, as described herein.

In some embodiments, the memory 228 may store abrown-
out mitigation parameter table 230. The brownout mitigation
parameter table 230 may store parameter information regard-
ing parameter values utilized by the methods and processes
described herein for adaptive brownout detection and mitiga-
tion in the storage device 200, as will be described in more
detail below in regard to FIGS. 4-6. In other embodiments, the
brownout mitigation parameter table 230 may be stored in
some other computer-readable storage media in or accessible
to the controller 220, including in the M/C of the disk 202.

In addition to the memory 228, the environment may
include other computer-readable media storing program
modules, data structures and other data described herein for
performing adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in the
storage device 200. It will be appreciated by those skilled in
the art that computer-readable media can be any available
media that may be accessed by the controller 220 or other
computing system, including computer-readable storage
media and communications media. Communications media
includes transitory signals. Computer-readable storage media
includes volatile and non-volatile, removable and non-re-
movable storage media implemented in any method or tech-
nology for the non-transitory storage of information. For
example, computer-readable storage media includes, but is
not limited to, RAM, ROM, erasable programmable ROM
(“EPROM”), electrically-erasable programmable ROM
(“EEPROM”), FLASH memory or other solid-state memory
technology, compact disc ROM (“CD-ROM”), digital versa-
tile disk (“DVD”), high definition DVD (“HD-DVD”), BLU-
RAY or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic
tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices
and the like.

The storage device may further include a power-on reset
(“PoR”) circuit 232. The PoR circuit 232 may monitor the
supply voltage (Vs ppr v) provided by a power supply 234 to
the controller 220, provide power-on reset functionality for
the processor 222 and other components of the controller 220,
and perform other power supervisory functions. According to
embodiments, the PoR circuit 232 may be configured to
detect when the supply voltage falls below a voltage thresh-
old, referred to herein as the “power-on reset threshold,” and
assert a reset signal to the processor 222 and/or other com-
ponents of the controller 220 in order to reset the processor
and other components to a known, stable state. The power-on
reset threshold may be fixed at particular value, such 3.5V, or
the power-on reset threshold may be configurable by the
processor 222 or other component of the controller 220.

In further embodiments, the environment may include a
brownout detection/mitigation module 240. The brownout
detection/mitigation module 240 may perform the methods
and processes described herein for performing adaptive
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brownout detection and mitigation in the storage device 200.
According to some embodiments, the brownout detection/
mitigation module 240 may be implemented in the controller
220 as software, hardware or any combination of the two. For
example, the brownout detection/mitigation module 240 may
be stored in the memory 228 as part of the firmware of the
storage device 200 and may be executed by the processor 222
for performing the methods and processes described herein.
The brownout detection/mitigation module 240 may alterna-
tively or additionally be stored in other computer-readable
media accessible by the controller 220.

It will be appreciated that the structure and/or functionality
of'the storage device 200 may be different that that illustrated
in FIG. 2 and described herein. For example, the processor
222, read/write channel 226, memory 228, PoR circuit 232,
power supply 234 and other components and circuitry of the
storage device 200 may be integrated within a common inte-
grated circuit package or distributed among multiple inte-
grated circuit packages. Similarly, the illustrated connection
pathways are provided for purposes of illustration and not of
limitation, and some components and/or interconnections
may be omitted for purposes of clarity. It will be further
appreciated that the storage device 200 may not include all of
the components shown in FIG. 2, may include other compo-
nents that are not explicitly shown in FIG. 2 or may utilize an
architecture completely different than that shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 illustrates one routine 400 for performing adaptive
brownout detection and mitigation in a storage device 200
having rotational media, according to some embodiments.
According to embodiments, the routine 400 may be per-
formed in conjunction with a current write operation of a
target sector 304 on a target data track 302 of the disk 202
during user mode operation of the storage device 200. In some
embodiments, the routine 400 may be performed by the
brownout detection/mitigation module 240 described above
in regard to FIG. 2. In further embodiments, the routine 400
may be performed by the controller 220 of the storage device
200, by external processors or computing systems accessing
data from the device or some other combination of modules,
processors and devices.

The routine 400 begins at step 402, where the brownout
detection/mitigation module 240 sets a value for the brown-
out detection threshold based on the target position of the
current write operation. The value for the brownout detection
threshold may be configured to provide sufficient time
between detection of the brownout condition and power-on
reset for the current write operation to complete. In some
embodiments the brownout detection threshold value may be
determined based on a combination of a number of factors,
including the normal supply voltage of the storage device
200, the configured power-on reset threshold, the rate of drop
in supply voltage in a power-down of device, the typical write
time of a sector 304 on the target data track 302 and the like.
These factors may be determined for the storage device 200
during design or manufacturer of the device and/or during a
“burn-in” or certification (“CERT”) processing of the storage
device, for example.

For example, an HDD device may have a normal supply
voltage of 5V, a power-on reset threshold configured at 3.5V,
and a typical time for supply voltage drop to 0 V at power-
down of 450 ps linearly. Further, the write time for the HDD
device may be approximately 70 s for a sector 304 located on
a data track 302 near the inner radius 308 of the disk 202 and
approximately 24 us for a sector located on a data track near
the outer radius 306 of the disk. For this HDD device, the
brownout detection threshold may be set ata value of 4.3V for
a target data track 302 near the inner radius 308 of the disk
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202, at a value of 3.9V for a target track near the outer radius
306 of the disk, and at a value between 4.3 V and 3.9 V for
target tracks between the inner and outer radiuses of the disk,
respectively.

In some embodiments, the value for the brownout detec-
tion threshold may be determined by lookup from the brown-
out mitigation parameter table 230 described in regard to FIG.
2 based on the radial position of the target track 302. For
example, the data tracks 302 of the disk 202 may be grouped
into a number of zones, with the data tracks in each zone
containing the same number of sectors 304. The brownout
mitigation parameter table 230 may contain an entry for each
zone with a corresponding value for the brownout detection
threshold for target data tracks 302 within that zone in a form
shown below in TABLE 1:

TABLE 1
Storage of Brownout Detection Threshold Values
Zone Brownout Detection
D Threshold Voltage
0 430V
1 412V
N 3.90V

The entries in the brownout mitigation parameter table 230
may be determined based on the normal supply voltage of the
storage device 200, the configured power-on reset threshold,
the typical or worst case rate of drop in supply voltage in a
power-down of the storage device, and the typical write time
of'asector 304 on a data track 302 in each zone, for example.
In further embodiments, the entries in the brownout mitiga-
tion parameter table 230 may correspond to various ranges of
datatracks 302, to individual tracks or to some other identifier
of'the target data track. The entries in the brownout mitigation
parameter table 230 may be determined during design and/or
or CERT processing of the storage device 200, and written
into the table stored in the non-volatile memory 228, the M/C
of'the disk 202 or other storage area of the device.

It will be appreciated by one skilled in the art that the
tabular data shown in the tables herein is provided for illus-
trative purposes only, and that the brownout mitigation
parameter table 230 may represent a data file, a database
table, an object stored in a computer memory, a programmatic
structure or any other data container commonly known in the
art. Each data element included in the data structure may
represent one or more fields in a data file, one or more col-
umns of a database table, one or more attributes of an object,
one or more member variables of a programmatic structure or
any other unit of data of a data structure commonly known in
the art. The implementation is a matter of choice, and may
depend on the technology, performance and other require-
ments of the processor 222, controller 220 or other elements
of the storage device 200 in which the data structures are
implemented. It will be further appreciated that the entries in
the brownout mitigation parameter table 230 may contain
additional data elements beyond those shown in the tables and
described herein.

In further embodiments, the value for the brownout detec-
tion threshold may be calculated in real-time based on the
radial position of the target data track 302 between the inner
radius 308 and outer radius 306 of the disk 202 and maximum
and minimum brownout detection threshold values deter-
mined for the storage device 200. It will be further appreci-
ated that the value for the brownout detection threshold may
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be determined by any number of methods known in the art and
based on any number of factors beyond those described
herein, and it is intended that all such methods and factors be
included in this application.

From step 402, the routine 400 proceeds to step 404, where
the brownout detection/mitigation module 240 detects the
current supply voltage level of the storage device 200. In
some embodiments, the current supply voltage level may be
determined by querying the PoR circuit 232. In other embodi-
ments, the current supply voltage level may be detected
directly from the power supply 234 or through another
method. Next, the routine 400 proceeds to step 406, where the
brownout detection/mitigation module 240 determines if the
supply voltage level is less than the brownout detection
threshold value set for the current write operation in step 402.
If the supply voltage level is not less than the brownout
detection threshold value set for the current write operation,
the routine 400 returns to step 404, where the brownout detec-
tion/mitigation module 240 continues to monitor the current
supply voltage level of the storage device 200.

If the supply voltage level is less than the brownout detec-
tion threshold value set for the current write operation, the
routine 400 proceeds from step 406 to step 408, where the
brownout detection/mitigation module 240 generates a
brownout detection signal in the controller 220 of the storage
device 200. As described above, upon generation of the
brownout detection signal, the storage device 200 may cease
accepting new write operations, according to some embodi-
ments.

From step 408, the routine 400 proceeds to step 410, where
the current write operation is completed. As described above,
the value for the brownout detection threshold determined in
step 402 is configured to provide sufficient time after detec-
tion of the brownout condition to complete the write of the
target sector 304 in its entirety to the disk 202 before power-
on reset. In this way, data loss due to partial or incompletely
written sectors 304 can be avoided while allowing for the
widest overall operational voltage range of the storage device
200. From step 410, the routine 400 ends.

FIG. 5 illustrates another routine 500 for performing adap-
tive brownout detection and mitigation in a storage device
200 having rotational media, according to some embodi-
ments. Similarly to routine 400 described above, the routine
500 may be performed in conjunction with a current write
operation of a target sector 304 on a target data track 302 of
the disk 202 during user mode operation of the storage device
200. In some embodiments, the routine 500 may be per-
formed by the brownout detection/mitigation module 240 in
conjunction with the PoR circuit 232 described above in
regard to FIG. 2. In further embodiments, the routine 500 may
be performed by the controller 220 of the storage device 200,
by external processors or computing systems accessing data
from the device or some other combination of modules, pro-
cessors and devices.

The routine 500 begins at step 502, where the brownout
detection/mitigation module 240 sets a value for the power-
on reset threshold based on the target position of the current
write operation. The value for the power-on reset threshold
may be set by the brownout detection/mitigation module 240
by sending a signal to the PoR circuit 232, for example. The
value for the power-on reset threshold may be configured to
provide sufficient time between detection of a brownout con-
dition and power-on reset for the current write operation to
complete. By setting the power-on reset threshold to lower
levels for target data tracks 302 near the inner radius 308 of
the disk 202, more time can be provided for write operations
targeting inner tracks to complete before power-on reset
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occurs. This scheme is further beneficial in circumstances
where the power consumption for writing data to outermost
data tracks 302A of the disk 202 is higher than that required
for innermost data tracks 302B, as described above in regard
to FIG. 3. By setting higher power-on reset voltage levels
when writing to outermost data tracks 302A, power stability
can be guaranteed for outer radius recording requiring higher
power consumption without losing data loss protection for
slower write times for innermost data tracks 302B.

In some embodiments the power-on reset threshold value
may be determined based on a combination of a number of
factors, including the normal supply voltage of the storage
device 200, the configured brownout detection threshold, rate
of drop in supply voltage in a power-down of the device, the
typical write time of a sector 304 on the target data track 302
and the like. As described above, these factors may be deter-
mined for the storage device 200 during design and/or CERT
processing of the device.

For example, an HDD device may have a normal supply
voltage of 5V, a brownout detection threshold configured at
4.3V, and a typical time for supply voltage drop to O V at
power-down of 280 ps linearly. Further, the write time for the
HDD device may be approximately 70 us for a sector 304
located on a data track 302 near the inner radius 308 of the
disk 202 and approximately 24 ps for a sector located on a
data track near the outer radius 306 of the disk. For this HDD
device, the power-on reset threshold may be set at a value of
3.0V for a target data track 302 near the inner radius 308 of
the disk 202, at a value of 3.5 V for a target track near the outer
radius 306 of the disk, and at a value between3.0V and 3.5V
for target tracks between the inner and outer radiuses of the
disk, respectively.

In some embodiments, the value for the power-on reset
threshold may be determined by lookup from the brownout
mitigation parameter table 230 based on the radial position of
the target track 302. For example, similar to the example
described above in regard to TABLE 1, the brownout mitiga-
tion parameter table 230 may contain an entry for each zone
with a corresponding value for the power-on reset threshold
for target data tracks 302 within that zone in a form shown
below in TABLE 2:

TABLE 2

Storage of Power-On Reset Threshold Values

Zone Power-on Reset
D Threshold Voltage
0 3.00V
1 312V
N 350V

The entries in the brownout mitigation parameter table 230
may be determined based on the normal supply voltage of the
storage device 200, the configured brownout detection
threshold, the rate of drop in supply voltage in a power-down
of the device, and the typical write time of a sector 304 on a
data track 302 in each zone, for example. In further embodi-
ments, the value for the power-on threshold may be calculated
in real-time based on the radial position of the target data
track 302 between the inner radius 308 and outer radius 306 of
the disk and minimum and maximum power-on reset thresh-
old values determined for the storage device 200. It will be
further appreciated that the value for the power-on reset
threshold may be determined by any number of methods
known in the art and based on any number of factors beyond



US 9,355,674 B2

11

those described herein, and it is intended that all such meth-
ods and factors be included in this application.

From step 502, the routine 500 proceeds to step 504, where
the brownout detection/mitigation module 240 detects the
current supply voltage level of the storage device 200. In
some embodiments, the current supply voltage level may be
determined by querying the PoR circuit 232. In other embodi-
ments, the current supply voltage level may be detected
directly from the power supply 234 or through another
method. Next, the routine 500 proceeds to step 506, where the
brownout detection/mitigation module 240 determines if the
supply voltage level is less than the configured brownout
detection threshold value. If the supply voltage level is not
less than the configured brownout detection threshold, the
routine 500 returns to step 504, where the brownout detec-
tion/mitigation module 240 continues to monitor the current
supply voltage level of the storage device 200.

If the supply voltage level is less than the configured
brownout detection threshold, the routine 500 proceeds from
step 506 to step 508, where the brownout detection/mitigation
module 240 generates a brownout detection signal in the
controller 220 of the storage device 200. As described above,
upon generation of the brownout detection signal, the storage
device 200 may cease accepting new write operations,
according to some embodiments.

From step 508, the routine 500 proceeds to step 510, where
the current write operation is completed. While the current
write operation completes, the PoR circuit 232 may detect the
current supply voltage level of the storage device, at step 512.
The routine proceeds from step 512 to step 514, where the
PoR circuit determines if the supply voltage level is less than
the power-on reset threshold value set for the current write
operation in step 502. If the supply voltage level is not less
than the power-on reset threshold value set for the current
write operation, the routine 500 returns to step 512, where the
PoR circuit 232 continues to monitor the current supply volt-
age level of the storage device 200.

If the supply voltage level is less than the power-on reset
threshold value set for the current write operation, the routine
500 proceeds from step 514 to step 516, where the PoR circuit
232 performs a power-on reset of the controller 220 of the
storage device 200. As described above, the value for the
power-on reset threshold determined in step 502 is configured
to provide sufficient time after detection of the brownout
condition to complete the write of the target sector 304 in its
entirety to the disk 202 before power-on reset. In this way,
data loss due to partial or incompletely written sectors 304
can be avoided while providing for sufficient power to com-
plete the current write operation. From step 516, the routine
500 ends.

FIG. 6 illustrates another routine 600 for performing adap-
tive brownout detection and mitigation in a storage device
200 having rotational media, according to some embodi-
ments. Similarly to routines 400 and 500 described above, the
routine 600 may be performed in conjunction with a current
write operation of a target sector 304 on a target data track 302
of the disk 202 during user mode operation of the storage
device 200. In some embodiments, the routine 600 may be
performed by the brownout detection/mitigation module 240
described above in regard to FIG. 2. In further embodiments,
the routine 600 may be performed by the controller 220 of the
storage device 200, by external processors or computing sys-
tems accessing data from the device or some other combina-
tion of modules, processors and devices.

The routine 600 begins at step 602, where the brownout
detection/mitigation module 240 sets a value for a brownout
detection to power-on reset delay based on the target position
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of'the current write operation. According to embodiments, the
brownout detection to power-on reset delay represents a delay
after a brownout condition is detected until a power-on reset
is performed. The value for the brownout detection to power-
onreset delay may be configured to provide sufficient time for
the current write operation to complete. However, if brown-
out detection to power-on reset delay is too long and/or the
supply voltage drop during power-down is too rapid, the
power-on reset may occur at a lower supply voltage level than
that required to guarantee power stability in the storage
device 200. By setting the brownout detection to power-on
reset delay to shorter intervals for target data tracks 302 near
the outer radius 306 of the disk 202, the power-on reset will
occur at a higher supply voltage level ensuring power stability
for outer radius recording requiring higher power consump-
tion without losing data loss protection for slower write times
for innermost data tracks.

In some embodiments the brownout detection to power-on
reset delay value may be set to a value greater than the typical
write time of a sector 304 on the target data track 302. As
described above, this time may be determined for the storage
device 200 during design and/or CERT processing of the
storage device. For example, an HDD device may have a write
time of approximately 70 us for a sector 304 located on a data
track 302 near the inner radius 308 of the disk 202 and of
approximately 24 us for a sector located on a data track near
the outer radius 306 of the disk. For this HDD device, the
brownout detection to power-on reset delay may be set at 72
us for a target data track 302 near the inner radius 308 of the
disk 202, at a value of 25 ps for a target track near the outer
radius 306 of the disk, and at a value between 72 ps and 25 ps
for target tracks between the inner and outer radiuses of the
disk, respectively.

In some embodiments, the value for the brownout detec-
tion to power-on reset delay may be determined by lookup
from the brownout mitigation parameter table 230 based on
the radial position of the target track 302. For example, simi-
lar to the example described above in regard to TABLE 1, the
brownout mitigation parameter table 230 may contain an
entry for each zone with a corresponding value for the brown-
out detection to power-on reset delay for target data tracks
302 within that zone in a form shown below in TABLE 3:

TABLE 3

Storage of Brownout Detection to Power-On Reset Delay Values

Zone Brownout Detection to
D Power-On Reset Delay
0 72 ps
1 68 us
N 25 ps

The entries in the brownout mitigation parameter table 230
may be determined based on the typical write time of a sector
304 on a data track 302 in each zone, for example. In further
embodiments, the value for the brownout detection to power-
on reset delay may be calculated in real-time based on the
radial position of the target data track 302 between the inner
radius 308 and outer radius 306 of the disk and maximum and
minimum brownout detection to power-on reset delay values
determined for the storage device 200. It will be further appre-
ciated that the value for the brownout detection to power-on
reset delay may be determined by any number of methods
known in the art and based on any number of factors beyond
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those described herein, and it is intended that all such meth-
ods and factors be included in this application.

From step 602, the routine 600 proceeds to step 604, where
the brownout detection/mitigation module 240 detects the
current supply voltage level of the storage device 200. In
some embodiments, the current supply voltage level may be
determined by querying the PoR circuit 232. In other embodi-
ments, the current supply voltage level may be detected
directly from the power supply 234 or through another
method. Next, the routine 600 proceeds to step 606, where the
brownout detection/mitigation module 240 determines if the
supply voltage level is less than the configured brownout
detection threshold value, such as 4.3 V. If the supply voltage
level is not less than the configured brownout detection
threshold, the routine 600 returns to step 604, where the
brownout detection/mitigation module 240 continues to
monitor the current supply voltage level of the storage device
200.

If the supply voltage level is less than the configured
brownout detection threshold, the routine 600 proceeds from
step 606 to step 608, where the brownout detection/mitigation
module 240 generates a brownout detection signal in the
controller 220 of the storage device 200. As described above,
upon generation of the brownout detection signal, the storage
device 200 may cease accepting new write operations,
according to some embodiments.

From step 608, the routine 600 proceeds to step 610, where
the current write operation is completed. While the current
write operation completes, the routine 600 waits the brown-
out detection to power-on reset delay period set for the current
write operation in step 602, as shown at step 612. The delay
may be implemented by the brownout detection/mitigation
module 240, the PoR circuit 232, the processor 222 or some
other module or component of the controller 220. Upon expi-
ration of the brownout detection to power-on reset delay, the
routine proceeds from step 612 to step 614, where the PoR
circuit 232 performs a power-on reset of the controller 220 of
the storage device 200. As described above, the value for the
brownout detection to power-on reset delay determined in
step 602 is configured to provide sufficient time after detec-
tion of the brownout condition to complete the write of the
target sector 304 in its entirety to the disk 202 before power-
on reset. In this way, data loss due to partial or incompletely
written sectors 304 can be avoided while providing for suffi-
cient power to complete the write. From step 614, the routine
600 ends.

Based on the foregoing, it will be appreciated that tech-
nologies for adaptive brownout detection and mitigation in a
storage device having rotational storage media are presented
herein. While embodiments are described herein in regard to
an HDD device, it will be appreciated that the embodiments
described in this disclosure may be utilized in any storage
device containing data stored in sector units in substantially
concentric data tracks on rotational storage media, including
but not limited to, a magnetic disk drive, a hybrid magnetic
and solid state drive, an optical disk storage device and the
like. The above-described embodiments are merely possible
examples of implementations, merely set forth for a clear
understanding of the principles of the present disclosure.

The logical steps, functions or operations described herein
as part of a routine, method or process may be implemented
(1) as a sequence of processor-implemented acts, software
modules or portions of code running on a controller or com-
puting system and/or (2) as interconnected machine logic
circuits or circuit modules within the controller or computing
system. The implementation is a matter of choice dependent
on the performance and other requirements of the system.
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Alternate implementations are included in which steps,
operations or functions may not be included or executed at all,
may be executed out of order from that shown or discussed,
including substantially concurrently or in reverse order,
depending on the functionality involved, as would be under-
stood by those reasonably skilled in the art of the present
disclosure.

It will be further appreciated that conditional language,
such as, among others, “can,” “could,” “might,” or “may,”
unless specifically stated otherwise, or otherwise understood
within the context as used, is generally intended to convey
that certain embodiments include, while other embodiments
do not include, certain features, elements and/or steps. Thus,
such conditional language is not generally intended to imply
that features, elements and/or steps are in any way required
for one or more particular embodiments or that one or more
particular embodiments necessarily include logic for decid-
ing, with or without user input or prompting, whether these
features, elements and/or steps are included or are to be
performed in any particular embodiment.

Many variations and modifications may be made to the
above-described embodiments without departing substan-
tially from the spirit and principles of the present disclosure.
Further, the scope of the present disclosure is intended to
cover any and all combinations and sub-combinations of all
elements, features and aspects discussed above. All such
modifications and variations are intended to be included
herein within the scope of the present disclosure, and all
possible claims to individual aspects or combinations of ele-
ments or steps are intended to be supported by the present
disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising steps of:

receiving a target position on a rotational storage media of

a storage device for a current write operation;
determining a value for a brownout mitigation parameter
based on the target position;

detecting a brownout condition in the storage device; and

upon detecting the brownout condition in the storage

device, completing the current write operation before a
power-on reset of the storage device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the value determined for
the brownout mitigation parameter is configured to provide
sufficient time between detection of the brownout condition
and the power-on reset of the storage device for the current
write operation to complete.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the value for the for the
brownout mitigation parameter is based on one or more of a
normal supply voltage of the storage device, a configured
brownout detection threshold, a configured power-on reset
threshold, a rate of drop in supply voltage in a power-down of
the storage device, and a typical write time of a data structure
at the target position on the rotational storage media.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the brownout mitigation
parameter comprises a brownout detection threshold, and
wherein detecting the brownout condition in the storage
device further comprises:

detecting a supply voltage level for the storage device; and

determining whether the supply voltage level is below the

value for the brownout detection threshold.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the value determined for
the brownout detection threshold is less for target positions
closer to an outer radius of the rotational storage media than
for target positions closer to an inner radius of the rotational
storage media.
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the brownout mitigation
parameter comprises a brownout detection to power-on reset
delay, the method further comprising the steps of:

waiting a period of time indicated by the value of the

brownout detection to power-on reset delay; and

upon expiration of the period of time, performing the

power-on reset of the storage device.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the value determined for
the brownout detection to power-on reset delay is based on a
typical write time of a data structure at the target position on
the rotational storage media.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the value determined for
the brownout detection to power-on reset delay is greater for
target positions closer to an outer radius of the rotational
storage media than for target positions closer to an inner
radius of the rotational storage media.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the brownout mitigation
parameter comprises a power-on reset threshold, the method
further comprising the steps of:

detecting a supply voltage level for the storage device;

determining whether the supply voltage level is below the

value for the power-on reset threshold; and

upon determining that the supply voltage level is below the

value for the power-on reset threshold, performing the
power-on reset of the storage device.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the value determined
for the power-on reset threshold is less for target positions
closer to an inner radius of the rotational storage media than
for target positions closer to an outer radius of the rotational
storage media.

11. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having processor-executable instructions stored thereon that,
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to:

receive a target position on a rotational storage media of a

storage device for a current write operation;

determine a value for a brownout detection threshold based

on the target position;

detect a supply voltage level for the storage device; and

determine whether the supply voltage level is below the

value for the brownout detection threshold; and

upon determining that the supply voltage level is below the

value for the brownout detection threshold, generate a
brownout detection signal and complete the current
write operation.

12. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 11,
wherein the value for the brownout detection threshold is
based on one or more of a normal supply voltage of the
storage device, a configured power-on reset threshold, a rate
of drop in supply voltage in a power-down of the storage
device, and a typical write time of a data structure at the target
position on the rotational storage media.

13. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 11,
wherein the value determined for the brownout detection
threshold is less for target positions closer to an outer radius
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of'the rotational storage media than for target positions closer
to an inner radius of the rotational storage media.

14. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 11,
wherein the value for the brownout detection threshold is
retrieved from an entry in a brownout mitigation parameter
table stored in a memory of the storage device, the entry
corresponding to the target position on the rotational storage
media.

15. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 11,
wherein generating the brownout detection signal causes the
storage device to stop accepting new write operations.

16. A system comprising:

a hard disk drive comprising rotational storage media; and

a controller comprising a processor and a memory, the

controller configured to

receive a target position on the rotational storage media
for a current write operation,

determine a value for a power-on reset threshold based
on the target position,

detect a supply voltage level for the controller,

determine whether the supply voltage level is below a
configured brownout detection threshold,

upon determining that the supply voltage level is below
the configured brownout detection threshold, gener-
ate a brownout detection signal and complete the cur-
rent write operation,

determining whether the supply voltage level is below
the value for the power-on reset threshold, and

upon determining that the supply voltage level is below
the value for the power-on reset threshold, performing
a power-on reset of the controller.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the value for the
power-on reset threshold is based on one or more of a normal
supply voltage of the controller, the configured brownout
detection threshold, a rate of drop in supply voltage in a
power-down of the controller, and a typical write time of a
data structure at the target position on the rotational storage
media.

18. The system of claim 16, wherein the value determined
for the power-on reset threshold is less for target positions
closer to an inner radius of the rotational storage media than
for target positions closer to an outer radius of the rotational
storage media.

19. The system of claim 16, wherein the value for the
power-on reset threshold is retrieved from an entry in a
brownout mitigation parameter table stored in the memory,
the entry corresponding to the target position on the rotational
storage media.

20. The system of claim 16, wherein determining whether
the supply voltage level is below the value for the power-on
reset threshold and performing the power-on reset of the
controller are performed by a power-on reset circuit config-
ured with the power-on reset threshold by the controller.
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